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Why did the Editor of the Piscataway Review tell the Halpers he will not 
print their rebuttal Letter to the Editor until AFTER election day? 


The Halper family of Piscataway has been working hard to keep their family 
farm from being seized via a politically motivated court condemnation 
proceeding. They have circulated petitions, spoken out at town council 
meetings, handed out flyers, put up signs, run advertisements on TV and have 
a web site: http://www.cornellfarm.com. Why won't the Piscataway Review print 
their letter to the editor before Election Day? 

"Don't believe what you read in the flyer that is being circulated called 
'The Truth About the Farm' because it's not true. For example, it implies 
that we had 'For Sale' signs on the farm. We never did. In my book, that's a 
lie. The farm is not for sale. That's why the township started to use the 
courts to force us off our property. Assemblyman Bob Smith himself stood 
outside Shop-Rite handing out the Democrats lies in their flyer "The Truth 
About the Farm". It's un-American for the government to take property from 
citizens. This isn't a communist country," says Clara Halper, Halper whose 
75-acre family farm is under condemnation initiated by Piscataway Township 
officials. 

"We want people to know that the same misleading statements from the flyer 
were included almost word for word in a Piscataway Review Letter to the 
Editor written by Ellen Smith, wife of Assemblyman Bob Smith. We wrote a 
rebuttal letter and sent it to the Piscataway Review. The editor told us that 
he would print it after the election. Our letter wasn't in the November 3rd 
issue, but guess what was? A paid advertisement that again contained the 
misleading statements and titled 'The Truth About the Farm'! It says that 
we've filed an application with the Piscataway Zoning Board of Adjustment to 
develop a portion of our farm. That's an absolute lie. There is no 
application to develop the farm. Why is Brian Wahler and the Democratic party 
trying to mislead the public with false advertising?," says Clara Halper, 
resident of the farm. 

"We have over well over 3,000 signatures on our petition to stop the 
condemnation and more continue to come in as people hear about the facts. 
Helen Merolla has changed her position. She announced that she is now in 
favor of Piscataway Township stopping the condemnation and letting us keep 
our property in the family", says Larry Halper the fourth generation in his 
family to farm the land since they purchased it in 1922. 

"We used to own 100 acres. Now we are down to 75 because in 1975 the State of 
New Jersey took 25 acres from us. Similar to what is being attempted now, 
they used the courts to condemn the property under the pretext of eminent 
domain. At the time it was classified as Green Acres land. During the 1980's 
administrations of Bob Smith and Ted Light, 12 pieces of property that were 
classified as Green Acres were sold to developers. Bob Smith and Ted Light 



are actively working for Brian Wahler's campaign," says Larry Halper. 


"We have submitted a letter to Mayor Helen Merolla formally asking to be 
members of the Open Space Committee if and when it is formed," says Clara 
Halper. 

"It is my understanding that Democratic candidates Brian Wahler and Jim Huben 
are both on the Planning and Zoning boards. When I let people who I meet in 
Piscataway know that he built 6 houses himself in Piscataway this year and 
that he lives in a $400,000 mansion on Maplehurst Lane; they say 'I'm not 
going to vote for him'. We're telling the truth, but the Democrats are 
spreading slanderous lies about us. Don't Piscataway residents deserve 
better?", says Larry Halper. 

Larry and Clara Halper are available for interviews. To schedule an interview 
call (732) 463-8086 
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